6                      NATIONALITY  IN   HISTORY  AND   POLITICS
quite different than social psychology and sociology. There is a
legal and a social concept of a nation, the first being expressed,
for example, in a passport and the second in national conscious-
ness. But what is national consciousness ? Further analysis will
show that it comprises four main aspirations appearing in num-
erous forms and combinations and closely connected with objective
factors such as the national territory, language, and history.
National consciousness can be defined as a striving for national
personality and this raises the question of structure, i.e. the rela-
tions of a nation both to its organs such as churches, dynasties,
ranks, classes or parties, and to the individuals composing the
nation. It will be shown in the chapter on the " national will "
that from the point of view of structure, there are four principal
concepts of a nation which may be called the conservative, liberal,
democratic and nationalist. A further problem consists in the
demarcation of one nation from another. It is often a matter
of fierce dispute between nations which criteria are in a specific
case to be considered decisive for drawing frontiers, and any
solution adopted implies a particular concept of a nation. Lastly,
the problems of international relations have also a bearing on
the question : What is a nation ? The clear distinction of the
various ideas of a nation is not merely of theoretical interest. If
we wish to build up a system of international law securing peace
we must begin with defining as clearly as possible the terms with
which international law has to operate.
The word " nation " has a long history.1 In former times
the chieftain of an Irish clan was called cc captain of his nation "
and it was usual to speak of "savage nations".2 Gradually,
1  Originally natio meant a backward, exotic tribe, approximately what we describe
as natives, which comes from the same root.   Nationes ferae (Sallust), natio servituti nata
(Cicero), innumerabiies et ferocissimae nationes (Hieronymus).   Varro uses natio for a
breed of cattle.   Great civilized peoples were called gens, and the Roman people as the
bearer of sovereignty called itself populus.   In the Vulgate natio and gens means the
Gentiles, while the chosen people is the populus.   In the Middle Ages English writers
designate the English people usually as gens Anglorum, and it seems exceptional when
Matthew Paris speaks of the English as a nation with a patriotic accent.   Roger of
Wendover calls the Scots and the Welsh barbarian nations and describes the troops of
the Emperor Frederick I as cohortes dwersarum nationum.   Bracton uses gens for a great
people while he speaks of tribus and nationes as subject to the judgement of lawyers.
For German usage, compare, for example, Albertus Magnus, Theutonicus, nacione
Suevus.  In universities the students were divided in nationes which formed autonomous
corporations.   The divisions did not correspond to. our present nations.   Natio meant
rather a certain tribal territory within the present boundaries of nations, characterized
by common dialect, customs, etc.   In the first centuries after the Middle Ages the
word " nation " was used in Germany and France for designating the higher, ruling
classes in opposition to the Volk or peuple, which corresponded to the English word
** populace " or " common people '*.
2 This usage is sometimes found also in modern writers; cf. W, Bagehot, Physiej
and Politics, 1872, pp.-100, 106;   W. H. Rivers, Social Organisation, 1924, p. 33,